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Measuring pulmonary artery systolic pressure (PASP)

THE VENTRICLES AND 
PULMONARY PRESSURES

To estimate the pulmonary artery systolic pressure perform the following:

•	 Measure the peak velocity of the tricuspid 
regurgitation and note the peak pressure 
difference. 

•	 Assess the IVC and use this table to estimate 
the right atrial pressure, either as a range or a 
mean value depending on the preference of  
your echo lab.

•	 Add them together, as long as there is no 
pulmonary stenosis or right ventricular  
outflow obstruction.
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Normal
0–5 mmHg 

or mean 
3 mmHg

Intermediate
5–10 mmHg

or mean 
8 mmHg

High
10–20 mmHg 

or mean 
15 mmHg

IVC diameter (cm) ≤ 2.1 ≤ 2.1 > 2.1 > 2.1

Collapse with sniff > 50% < 50% > 50% < 50%


